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Na Hoaloha, Welina me ke Alocha Pumehana.

1 welcome this opportunity to discuss the reconciliation process with you. Over the past
several months, 1 reccived a number of inquiries Tcgarding the MEADINg of recouuiliation. What did
1 mean by “cfforts of’ reconciliation” when T authored the Apology Resolution? My concise response
is that reconciliation is a means for pealing. Reconciliation 1§ an ongoing process between the
federal government and the Native Huawaiian peoplc to rosolve a wide arrsy of issues.

P.L. 103-150, the Apology Resolution, was the first step in this process. The Unitcd States
apologized to the Nutive Hawaiians for the averthrow of the Kingdom of Hewaii in 1893 and
expressed its commitment to acknowledge the ramifications of the overthrow in order to provide a
proper foundation for reconciliation berween the Usited States and the Native Hawaiian people.
This year in response to my request, Attomey General Reno and Secretary Bruce Babbitt designated
officials to represent the Department of Justicc and the Department of the Lnterior in effons of
recunciliation between tho federal governmept and Native Hawaiians. Actual implementation of
“offorts of reconciliation” is the next sicp in this imyportant process of healing.

Mr. John Berry. Assistant Secretary, Policy, Management, and Budget, for the Department
ofthe Interior, and Mr. Mark Van Norman, Director, Office of Tribal Justice, Departrment of Justics,
will come to Hawaii 1o begin public consultations with Native Hawaiians as part of the reconcihation
process. This is & significant step forward for both the federal govemment and Native Hawaijans.

I have three ohjectives that [ would like to share with you regarding the reconciliation
process. The firstis 1o establish permanency to this continuing dialogue. 1am working to establish
an office within the Depacyuent of the Interior to focus on Native Hawaiian issues. The
cstablishment of an office will bring confinuity to the federal govcrnment’s working relationship
with Native Hawaiians. My second objective 1s 10 help Natlve Hawuiiuus and the federal
govcrmment ectablish a framework for addressing longstanding issues such as self-determination and
ceded lands. My third objective is to take maximum advantage of the time left under the Clinton
Administration to focus on actlons that will better the soeial and ecopomic conditions of Native
Hawaiians.

Reconciliation effortc were never intended to be unilatcrally determined by the [ederal
government. Rather, reconcilistion is an evolving, continuing proccss bascd on dialoguc between
the federsl government, Native Hawaiians, and Hawaii’s Congresaional delegation. I cannot
emphasize enough the point that reconciliation is a continuing and evolving process, the cuicome

of which will be determined by Native Hawaiians.
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This is why I haverepcatedly stated that rcconclliation should nut be viewcd rsone particular
issuc or o narrowly defined process. Reconciliation is @ continuing process that involves the
resolution of a multitude of issges.  Whilc the reconcilistion process may cventually address such
jssues as reparanons, economic cupvweiment, and self doterminadon, the process should not be
limited to specific outcomes or issues. Again, the outcome of the process will be determined by the

Native Hawaiian community werking together with the federal government.

The magpitude of this process makes it imperative for Netive Hawaiians to imua, to move
forward, and to contribute individually and collestively to meot tho challenge of working tngether
tn provide a better future for Native Hawaiians. Throughout this process, diversity of vicws and
lively dcbate arc healthy. We must debate, and on occasion, disagree free of rancor. We must lisicu
10 and ospect one another as we coms together as a panple to determine our relatjionship with the
federal government. Reconciligtion entails a commitment and a gharcd responsibility on the part of
Native Hawaziians and the tederal government 10 improve uuderstanding and provide a botter future
for Native Hawaiians. We have the wisdom to nise above our differences and to reach 2 common
understanding of what is best for our people.

Mr. Berry and Mr. Van Norman are coming o Hewaii to listen and to learn. The outcome
of these public consultations depends largely on what the Native Hawaiia commusity shares with
them. I could not ask far two individuals more willing to listen to the Native Hawaiian community.
I am confident that the outcome of these first efforts of reconciliation will be another positive step
forward in providing u Lettes future for Native Howaiians. Xulig i ka nu'n. Tetus *“reach for the
best” together.

Aloha pumehana,

U S. Senator
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UNITED STATES
OF AMERKA

\ State of Hawaii 2

1
Executive Branch

i
Unicameral
Legislature

51 Members

m
Judicial Branch

Population: 1.2 Million

Major
Sovereign
Nations

POWER
AT THE

1
Executive Branch

a
Unicameral
Legislature

25 Members

m
Kupuna Adyvisory
Council Elected

v
Judicial Branch

Potential Population: 290,000

LAND BASE
3 million acres

Estimated

Session: January — April
Fiscal Year Begins July

LAND BASE

1.4 million acres
Estimated

Session: June — September
Fiscal Year Begins Januarv.
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What do we need to do
today to prepare for
tomorrow?

I. DISSOLVE OHA
e State Legislature

II. REPEAL THE 1920
ORGANIC ACT

e U.S. Congress

III.CREATE UNICAMERAL
LEGISLATURE
e State Legislature
e Nation of Hawai’i



